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De.µ- Community Member: 

In December 2008, an· EPA fact sn~et aimounved the availability of the Technical Assistance 
Services for Comimµiities :(TASC) progr.»n for its work at the Santa SuscUia Field Laboratory 
(SSFL). The TA~C is fqnqj::d and m;maged under a national EPA contract, and provides an . 
independent environin¢,J\~l ·.~xpert to assist the community to unaersta..nd EPA's work and 
provide .input ~Jt!O tl}e, process. 

lttjtially, two groups niade formal expressions of interest in receiving TASC services, followed 
later by ·a ~hir9 group. ThrougQ numerqus discussions with · various active members of the 
c.ommunity, .EPA leam~d-that there was opposition to TASC. 

On May 27, 2009, a .TASC-informational meeting ·was attended by a TASC contractor and many 
cortnnuriity qiemb~rs· Who. expressed strongly-held. opp,o~ing viewpoints. While some attendees 
supported f ASC and . want~d to r~ceive T ASC s~rv:ic~s, others were opposed to T ASC being 
m~g~_availiibl~ tp ~:>:' -~~~P· · _. 

. Som~ at~endees q~esJipnii;IJli~. TA.S.C .program'~ ability to fip<i ar,i .itjdepen.de~t technical advisot 
. sufficiently qu~JiJ1ed. .to. reyiew .th~''highJy \~ci?ru~~l' r~gi.9J9gtc·a1 4pc.4ments. Others claimed that 
the .. existing SSF.L Itjt~r~gei,cy Wqrkgr9up was sufficient to meet' their needs and protested the 
addition~{ m~etings the:y':Would ·tav~ to attend. Some were concerned th~t T ASC would not be 
focqsed on EPA's .\\(Q'ik .but on long-debated sources of the orfgi.nal coniamin,ati9n and 
ch~lienges ·.ibout claiirred pa~~ h~alth impacts. . 
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EPA spe~t pons~derable :·tin)e)b'nsiderirtg all of the comments rec_eived, at the ,informational 
ineeting, . and through pho~~.:C,~11~. ~<f _direct conversatjons. EPA attempted to find a process to 
provide TASC servi¢es :~~~t '\i(as ,hi~ltisive of Vi}rious per~pectives while ~ddre$s.ing concerns. 

B~ed Qn · ~ignif~~~!· ·9pp()s,i!i.Rn .. t~ JASC, EPA. R~gioli . QC h~s d.~~ided. no't t9' provide r ASC . 
s¢tvices .for.its n~diol9gif*.l..§µi:y~Y,· '\,Vpik at the SSFL, at th_e present. time. EPA remains open _to 
pt<;>viding· TAS(:: setvic~s\(ar(ap~topriate. process can be ·esfablished or potentially fo lded into 
·tb~'iniQliC participatfon" efforts of the State agency that has lead responsibility for the cleanup, 
DTSC. . . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

Si~~ 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 




